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REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION 

Sir: 

In response to the Office Action dated May 23, 2003, Applicant respectfully 
requests reconsideration in view of the following comments. 

Claims 1-13, 15-19, 21-26, 28 and 29 remain pending in this application. 
Claims 1 , 7, 15 and 25 are the independent claims. 
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Applicant notes with appreciation that Claims 7-13, 15-19 and 21-24 are 
allowed 

In the Office Action, Claims 1-6, 25, 26, 28 and 29 were rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 5,852,810 (Sotiroff et al.) in view 
of U.S. Patent 6,542,813 (Kovacs). 

The present application has a filing date of October 7, 1999. Kovacs has a 
U.S. filing date of March 21 , 2000, which is after the filing date of the present 
application. Applicant notes that while Kovacs may claim priority to a foreign 
application, this foreign application date does not render Kovacs effective prior art 
against the present application. 

Accordingly, the Section 103 rejection is not believed proper and Applicant 
respectfully requests that it be withdrawn. 

In view of the foregoing remarks, Applicant respectfully requests favorable 
reconsideration and early passage to issue of the present application. 
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Applicant' Attorney may be reached by telephone at the number given below. 



Respectfu lly^sQbm itted 




Mail all correspondence to: 

US PHILIPS CORPORATION 
580 White Plains Road 
Tarrytown, NY 10591 



By / 

Riek de Pinho, Reg. No. 41,703 

For Tony E. Piotrowski, Reg. No 42,080 
Attorney for Applicants 
Tel: (914)333-9609 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 



It is hereby certified that this correspondence is being deposited with the United 
States Postal Sen/Ice as first-class mail in an envelope addressed to: 

IVIail Stop Non-Fee Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



On_ 

By. 




Ri(^k de Pinho, Reg. 41,703 
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